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United States Department of the Interior kf

"

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT \m .
X TAKE PRIDE®
Arizona State Office INAMERICA

One North Central Avenue, Suite 800
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4427
www.az.blm.gov

In Reply Refer To: January 16, 2007
3800 (AZ-933) AB

AMC149336,

AMC219621

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED No. 7005 3110 0000 2181 2010

DECISION

COPLEN WILLIAM : This decision affects those claims shown
BOX 92 : in the block below:
ARIVACA, AZ 85601 :

SAUER HAROLD
BOX 79
ARIVACA, AZ 85601

AMC149336, 149340, 149344, 149345, 219621, 219622, 219624, 219625
WHITE GOLD #9, #13, #17, #18, #28, #29, #31, #32

MINING CLAIMS
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $125, or submit a waiver, on or
before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 (United States Code) 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3834 and 3835.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before September 1,
2006, for the 2007 assessment year, for the claims listed above. Therefore, the claims are forfeited.

This decision does not relieve you of the liability for reclamation of all areas disturbed by your activities on
lands covered by the subject mining claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must
notify the authorized officer of the appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may
conduct a final site inspection and determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to
reclaim the land to the satisfaction of the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for
noncompliance under its surface management regulations.



% b .

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance
with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4, and the enclosed Form 1842-1. If an appeal is taken, your
notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30 days from receipt of this
decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) for a stay of
the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board, the petition
for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required to show sufficient
justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must
also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the
appropriate Office of the Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the original documents are filed with
this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining a Stay

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a decision pending
appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

Please include your AMC serial number(s) on all correspondence. If additional information is required,
please call Amy Bunda at 602-417-9334.

Al 2 Beeoe fF

Alvin L. Burch
Group Administrator
Renewable and Mineral Resources Group

Enclosure
Appeal Form 1842-1
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B. Received by ( Printed Name)

1. Article Addressed to:

JAN 16 2007

COPLEN WILLIAM
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AB AMC149336, AMC219621

D. Is delivery address different from item 1? [ Yes
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United States Department of the Interior k;’
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT —‘N

X TAKE PRIDE®
Arizona State Office INAMERICA

One North Central Avenue, Suite 800
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4427

www.az.blm.gov

In Reply Refer To: January 16, 2007
3800 (AZ-933) AB

AMC149336,

AMC219621

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED No. 7005 3110 0000 2181 2010

DECISION

COPLEN WILLIAM 3 This decision affects those claims shown
BOX 92 : in the block below:
ARIVACA, AZ 85601 '

SAUER HAROLD
BOX 79
ARIVACA, AZ 85601

AMC149336, 149340, 149344, 149345, 219621, 219622, 219624, 219625
WHITE GOLD #9, #13, #17, #18, #28, #29, #31, #32

MINING CLAIMS
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (w‘aiver).

i
Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $125, or submit a waiver, on or
before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 (United States Code) 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3834 and 3835.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before September 1,
2006, for the 2007 assessment year, for the claims listed above. Therefore, the claims are forfeited.

This decision does not relieve you of the liability for reclamation of all areas disturbed by your activities on
lands covered by the subject mining claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must
notify the authorized officer of the appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may
conduct a final site inspection and determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to
reclaim the land to the satisfaction of the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for
noncompliance under its surface management regulations.



For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance
with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4, and the enclosed Form 1842-1. If an appeal is taken, your
notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30 days from receipt of this
decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) for a stay of
the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board, the petition
for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required to show sufficient
justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must
also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the
appropriate Office of the Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the original documents are filed with
this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining a Stay

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a decision pending
appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

Please include your AMC serial number(s) on all correspondence. If additional information is required,
please call Amy Bunda at 602-417-9334.

At . 2 (Bt

Alvin L. Burch
Group Administrator
Renewable and Mineral Resources Group

Enclosure
Appeal Form 1842-1
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United States Department of the Interior k"
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT -‘m

i TAKE PRIDE®
Arizona State Office INAMERICA

One North Central Avenue, Suite 800
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-4427

www.az.blm.gov

In Reply Refer To: January 16, 2007
3800 (AZ-933) AB

AMCI149336,

AMC219621

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED No. 7005 3110 0000 2181 2003

DECISION

SAUER HAROLD : This decision affects those claims shown
BOX 79 : in the block below:
ARIVACA, AZ 85601 :

COPLEN WILLIAM
BOX 92
ARIVACA, AZ 85601

AMC149336, 149340, 149344, 149345, 219621, 219622, 219624, 219625
WHITE GOLD #9, #13, #17, #18, #28, #29, #31, #32

MINING CLAIMS
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $125, or submit a waiver, on or
before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 (United States Code) 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3834 and 3835.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before September 1,
2006, for the 2007 assessment year, for the claims listed above. Therefore, the claims are forfeited.

This decision does not relieve you of the liability for reclamation of all areas disturbed by your activities on
lands covered by the subject mining claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must
notify the authorized officer of the appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may
conduct a final site inspection and determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to
reclaim the land to the satisfaction of the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for
noncompliance under its surface management regulations.



.-

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.

This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in accordance
with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4, and the enclosed Form 1842-1. If an appeal is taken, your
notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30 days from receipt of this
decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) for a stay of
the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being reviewed by the Board, the petition
for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay is required to show sufficient
Justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of appeal and petition for a stay must
also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the
appropriate Office of the Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the same time the original documents are filed with
this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining a Stay

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a decision pending
appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

(1) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

(2) The likelihood of the appellant's success on the merits,

(3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
(4) Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

Please include your AMC serial number(s) on all correspondence. If additional information is required,
please call Amy Bunda at 602-417-9334.

At 2 Bt .

Alvin L. Burch
Group Administrator
Renewable and Mineral Resources Group

Enclosure
Appeal Form 1842-1
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS
Interior Board of Land Appeals s e
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300 MERTEFI:
~ Arlington, VA 22203

703 235 3750 703 235 8349 (fax)
April 26, 2005
IBLA 2003-204, et al. : AMC 93157, _e_t_al ; %
RALPH F. GRIFFIN, SR. Mining Claim Maifit anc Eee
. Decisions Afﬁrmedm iy, 5
ORDER = q =

Ralph F. Griffin, Sr. has appealed from three decisions of the Arizona State
Office, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), declaring a total of 10 mining claims
forfeited by operation of law for failure to pay the $100 per claim maintenance fee or
file a Maintenance Fee Payment Waiver Certification (Waiver Certification) on or
before September 1, 2002, for the 2003 assessment year. The decisions, the claim or
claims to which they relate, and the corresponding appeal number are: a March 13,
2003, decision relating to one claim (AMC 93157), docket number IBLA 2003-204: a
March 13, 2003, decision relating to eight claims (AMC 114707, AMC 157688,

AMC 157689, AMC 157692-157695, and AMC 158603), docket number
IBLA 2003-205; and a March 6, 2003, decision concerning one claim (AMC 149346),
docket number IBLA 2003-206. '

Under 30 U.S.C. § 28f(a) (2000), as amended by the Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002, Pub. L. 107-63, 115 Stat.
414, 418-19 (Nov. 5, 2001), the holder of an unpatented mining claim, mill site, or

- tunnel site was required to pay a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site on

or before September 1 of each year for the years 2002 through 2003. Failure to pay
the claim maintenance fee “shall conclusively constitute a forfeiture of the
unpatented mining claim, mill or tunnel site by the claimant and the claim shall be
deemed null and void by operation of law.” 30 U.S.C. § 28i (2000). Congress,
however, provided the Secretary with discretion to waive the fee for a claimant who
certified in writing that on the date the payment was due, the claimant and all
related parties held not more than 10 mining claims, mill sites, or tunnel sites, or
combination thereof, on public lands and had performed assessment work required
under the Mining Law of 1872. 30 U.S.C. § 28f(d)(1) (2000). BLM implemented
this statute with a regulation that requires a claimant to file “a waiver certification on
or before September 1 each year to hold the claims each assessment year beginning
at 12 o'clock noon on September 1 of the calendar year the certification is due,
through September 1, 2004.” 43 CFR 3833.1-7(d) (2002).




IBLA 2003-204, et al.

In each case, appellant asserts that the claims were included on a Wavier
Certification that he alleges was mailed to BLM on August 2, 2002. He states that
BLM failed to notify him “in a timely manner” of its failure to receive a Waiver
Certification and that any attempt to track the mail would be “impossible.”

The original case files before the Board for these claims do not contain any
evidence of timely receipt by BLM of a Waiver Certification for the 2003 assessment
year. This Board has stated that, as a general matter, documents are “filed” with BLM
when they are actually received by BLM, and the mere fact that a document may
have been timely delivered to a postal delivery service does not constitute timely
filing of that document. See, e.g., Anthony J. Perchetti, 89 IBLA 320, 321 (1985); G.
R. Marquardson, 49 IBLA 114, 117 (1980); see also 43 CFR 1822.11 (“The date of
mailing is not the date of filing.”) One basis for the rule is that the post office is
generally considered to be the agent of the sender and delivery of the document to an
individual’s own agent does not constitute delivery of the mail to a third party.
Because the post office acts as the agent of the sender, the consequences resulting
from any delay in delivery are properly borne by the individual who chose the means
of delivery. See Clifford T. Fredrickson, 144 IBLA 105, 107-108 (1998); Gary Milske,

44 IBLA 21, 24 ( 1979). |

With respect to the submission of a Waiver Certification or, 1n-t
the maintenance fee, the regulations provide that a filing or fee will be.consid red
timely “if received within the time period prescribed by law, or, if mailed: to the T
proper BLM office, [it] is contained within an envelope clearly postmiarked by poonzf.,
fide mail delivery service within the period prescribed by law and received by fie =
proper BLM State Office by 15 calendar days subsequent to such period.” 43 €fR =
3833.0-5(m). This regulation, in effect, relaxes the general rule and allows treatment
of a Waiver Certification or fee as timely filed, if included in an envelope postmarked
on or before the due date and received within 15 days subsequent to the due date.
Terri L. Duff, 156 IBLA 326, 328 (2002). In this case, there is no evidence of receipt
by BLM at any time of a Waiver Certification or fees for the 2003 assessment year.

While we recognize appellant’s disappointment over the loss of the claims,

30 U.S.C. § 28i (2000) explicitly states that failure to timely pay the required
maintenance fee automatically results in forfeiture of the mining claim by operation .

of law. This statute is self-operative, and when a claimant fails to timely file a waiver
- and no payment has been made, forfeiture results from the statutory directive.
Howard J. Hunt, 147 IBLA 381, 384 (1999); Paul W. Tobeler, 131 IBLA 245, 249
(1994). Even where extenuating circumstances are asserted, BLM and this Board are
without authority to excuse lack of compliance with the maintenance fee requirement
of the Act, to extend the time for compliance, or to afford any relief from the

statutory consequences. Richard W. Cahoon Family Limited Partnership, 139 IBLA

2



IBLA 2003-204, et al.

323, 326 (1997); Paul W. Tobeler, supra. In the absence of a timely-filed
maintenance fee payment or waiver certification, BLM properly declared the claims

forfeited by operation of law. See Alamo Ranch Co., 135 IBLA 61, 76 (1996).

Therefdre, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Land Appeals
by the Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, the decisions appealed from are

affirmed.
‘ H. Barry Holt QL"
Chief Administxadive Judge
I concur:
t&a&t:D«l‘(’PwﬁQ e B
Bruce R. Harris A - , =
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge o
_ T
APPEARANCES: R
‘ A
N
Ralph F. Griffin, Sr.
Box 66

Arivaca, AZ 85601

cc:  Office of the Field Solicitor FAX: 602-364-7885
U.S. Department of the Interior
Sandra Day O'Connor U.S. Courthouse, Suite 404
401 West Washington Street, SPC 44

Phoenix, AZ 85003-2151



TremtAT T

04/26/2005 15:27 FAX 703 235 8349  INTERIOR LAND APPEALS

hoo1

- . IIII'“
: A

Fkkkkdrkkrk bk kkinn

] TX REPORT T

RRgg R RRRIeRR R KRR RR R

TRANSMISSION OK

TX/RX NO 0837

CONNECTION TEL 916023647885
SUBADDRESS

CONNECTION ID

. ;
i Vi
ST. TIME 04/26 15:26 F4 ,/#ﬁ
USAGE T - 0036 gLl
PGS. SENT 3 -
0K __

RESULT

United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS
Interior Board of Land Appeals
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22203

703 235 3750 | 703 235 $349 (fax)
April 26, 2005

IBLA 2003-204, et al. K AMC 93157, et al.
RALPH F. GRIFFIN, SR. . Mining Claim Maintenance Fee
Decisions Affirmed

ORDER

Ralph F. Griffin, Sr. has appealed from three decisions of the Arizona Stare
Office, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), declaring a total of 10 mining claims
forfeited by operation of law for failure to pay the $100 per claim maintenance fee or
file a Maintenance Fee Payment Waiver Certification (Waiver Certification) on or
before September 1, 2002, for the 2003 assessment year, The decisions, the claim or
claims to which they relate, and the corresponding appeal number are: a March 13,
2003, decision relating to one claim (AMC 93157), docket number IBLA 2003-204; a
March 13, 2003, decision relating to eight claims (AMC 114707, AMC 157688,

AMC 157689, AMC 157692-157695, and AMC 158603), docket number
IBLA 2003-205; and a March 6, 2003, decision concerning one claim (AMC 149346),
docket number IBLA 2003-206. : .

Under 30 U.S.C. § 28f(a) (2000), as amended by the Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002, Pub, L. 107-63, 115 Stat.
414, 418-19 (Nov. 5, 2001), the holder of an unpatented mining claim, mill site, or
tunnel site was required to pay a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site on
v hafara Cantamhoer 1 af aarh vear far tha vears 2009, throneh 2003, Failure to pav
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS

Interior Board of Land Appeals
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300 a >
Arlington, VA 22203 /77 % / L/ 93 0@

703 2353750 703 235 8349 (fax)

April 23, 2003

Appeal of
RALPH GRIFFIN, SR.

AMC 114707, etc.
Mining Claims
The above appeal has been received and docketed under
Please refer to this docket

the number IBLA 2003-205.
number in any communication, pleading, or other document

relating to this appeal.
\ﬁ/&wa@ %4«@%@,

Bruce R. Harris A
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge

Thank you.
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IN REPLY REFER TO: _\\
UNITED STATES - AMC 093157
DEPARTMENT OF THE' INTERIOR AMC 114707
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AMG-=149336
e AMC 157684 vV
| AMC 158603 -\
(az957) mu X
APR 17 2013 :
e
Certified Mail Receipt Requested ‘ QU D e ¥
Memorandum _
To: Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary F

From: Deputy State. Director, Business & Support Services

Subject: Transmitting Appeal of: Ralph Griffin Sr.

%

Kind of Application Mining Claim Decision

Referring to the above-cited case, I am transmitting a notice of an appeal from the decision of the

————Lands and Minerals Operations _ daed March 6, 2003 and March 13, 2003
: &l There are no conflicting cases of record.

O The conflicting cases shown on the status sheet have been properly noted as to the appeal
and favorable action thereon suspended pending final action on the appeal.

D The records of the conflicting or reference cases identified below are transmitted herewith
- for use in connection with the appeal.

S/ Lowne M Q\NLO\\

Enc!osurg (copy of decision)

cc: BLM;Ralph Griffin Sr.; Field Solicitor: Attn: Rich Greenfield

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1999-773-004 /41 162 Form 1842-2 (July 1999)



s IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES - AMC 093157
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AMC 114707
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT HGmir9886
o - AMC 157684
: - AMC 158603
: AZ957) MH
APR 17, 2003 el
Certified Mail Receipt Requested
Memorandum
To: Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary

From: Deputy State. Director, Business & Support Services
Subject:  Transmitting Appeal of: Ralph Griffin Sr.

Kind of Application Mining Claim Decision

Referring to the above-cited case, [ am transmitting a notice of an appeal from the decision of the

————Lands and Minerals Operations  daced MLJDM_HMJQQ_

- [&] There are no conflicting cases of record.

O The conflicting cases shown on the status sheet have been properly noted as to the appeal
and favorable action thereon suspended pending final action on the appeal.

(O The records of the conflicting or reference cases identified below are transmitted herewith
for use in connection with the appeal.

i

Enclosure (copy of decision)

cc: BLM;Ralph Griffin Sr.; Field Solicitor: Attn: Rich Greenfield

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1999-773-004 /41162 Form 1842-2 (July 1999)
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Arizona State Office
222 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 850042203 )
In reply refer to: / / /
3800 (957) (MH) e
AMC149336 March 6, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED: 7002 1000 0004 9039 5574

DECISION
Griffin Ralph Sr This decision affects those claims show'n_. f
Box 66 . in the block below: =3 ?:
o o T
Arivaca, AZ 85601 : o .
oL =)
m-— - =
AMC149346 ?‘/’F;;lo —
WHITE GOLD #19 e S
POz P
= _-F
~O (oo,
MINING CLAIM o -
DECLARED FORFEITED b =

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before
September 1, 2002, for the year 2003, for the claim listed above. Therefore, the claim is forfeited.

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and
determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of

the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations.

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.
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United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Arizona State Office
222 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2203

In reply refer to:

3800 (957) (MH)
AMC93157 March 13, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 7002 1000 0004 6989 9973

DECISION

=
= e
Griffin Ralph Sr . This decision affects those cl@\x&ﬁ shownZg,
Box 66 : in the block below: 2ot Al
Arivaca, AZ 85601 : i~ T
=22
AMC93157 =i S
BLUE BIRD #1 %‘: ] (=
> =
MINING CLAIM
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required small miner’s
maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year or the claim is forfeited. These requirements were established by
30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

The affidavit of assessment work for the subject mining claims was timely received; however, our records

do not show receipt of a waiver for the year 2003. Therefore, the mining claims listed above are declared
forfeited. <

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and
determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of

the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations.

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM



United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT |
Arizona State Office |
222 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2203

In reply refer to:

3800 (957) (MH) (
AMC114707, AMC157684, AMC158603 March 13, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 7002 1000 0004 6989 9980

DECISION
Griffin Nora Georgia and Ralph Sr :  This decision affects those claims shown

Box 66 . in the block below:
Arivaca, AZ 85601 !

AMCI114707, 157688, 157689, 157692 - 157695, 158603

[ —
[ ]
BLUE BIRD NO 2, GEORGIA #6 & #7, BLUE BIRD #3 - #6, GEORGIA #1 — - e
R e
=x 37 o=
-0 o
MINING CLAIM "‘“j);) -
DECLARED FORFEITED POE e

o S ™M
The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the fegtired smact?mine’lﬁ
maintenance fee waiver (waiver). > on

(4}
Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year or the claim is forfeited. These requirements were established by

30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

The affidavit of assessment work for the subject mining claims was timely received; however, our records
do not show receipt of a waiver for the year 2003. Therefore, the mining claims listed above are declared
forfeited.

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and
determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of

the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations.

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM



Form 34830-2 UNITED STATES
_ Ouiy 1994) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR FORM APPROVED

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT OMB NO. 100401 14
Expires: March 31, 1997

- MAINTENANCE FEE PAYMENT WAIVER CERTIFICATION

* This small miner waiver is filed to hold the claims/sites listed below for the assessment year beginning at noon on the first September | [ollowing the
official filing of this form with BLM.
The undersigned owner(s) of the mining claims/sites listed below hereby centify under penalty of 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 43 U.5.C. 1212 thau

I/We control, or will control, ten or fewer mining claims/sites located and maintained on Federal land in the United States of America on the August 31
that is one day before the beginning of the assessment year indicated in line onc above.

/'We have/will performed/perform mcxsmenl work upon the claims hslcd below for the current assessment year as of the August 31 indicated in linc
three above. This work meets the irements of the General Mining Law of 1872, as amended; the Act of August 10, 1993; and the regulations at 43

CFR 3833 and 3850. Such work will desm’bed on our affidavit of

The mining claims and sites for which the above waiver from payment of the maintenance fees is made are:
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All owner(s) of the above mining claims and sites are filing for this waiver.

1/We undersiand and acknowledge that pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1212 and 18 U.S.C. 1001, the filing of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent document with the
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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
Arizona State Office
222 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, AZ 85004-2203

In reply refer to:

3800 (957) (MH)
AMC149336 March 6, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED: 7002 1000 0004 9039 5574

DECISION
Griffin Ralph Sr : This decision affects those claims shown
Box 66 :  in the block below:
Arivaca, AZ 85601 :
AMC149346
WHITE GOLD #19
MINING CLAIM
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before
September 1, 2002, for the year 2003, for the claim listed above. Therefore, the claim is forfeited.

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and
determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of
the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations.

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.
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This decision may be appealed to the Interior Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary, in
accordance with the regulations contained in 43 CFR, Part 4 and the enclosed Form 1842-1. If an appeal
is taken, your notice of appeal must be filed in this office (at the above address) within 30 days from
receipt of this decision. The appellant has the burden of showing that the decision appealed from is in
error.

If you wish to file a petition pursuant to regulation 43 CFR 4.21 (58 FR 4939, January 19, 1993) or

43 CFR 2804.1 for a stay of the effectiveness of this decision during the time that your appeal is being
reviewed by the Board, the petition for a stay must accompany your notice of appeal. A petition for a stay
is required to show sufficient justification based on the standards listed below. Copies of the notice of
appeal and petition for a stay must also be submitted to each party named in this decision and to the
Interior Board of Land Appeals and to the appropriate Office of the Solicitor (see 43 CFR 4.413) at the
same time the original documents are filed with this office. If you request a stay, you have the burden of
proof to demonstrate that a stay should be granted.

Standards for Obtaining a Stay

Except as otherwise provided by law or other pertinent regulation, a petition for a stay of a decision
pending appeal shall show sufficient justification based on the following standards:

¢h) The relative harm to the parties if the stay is granted or denied,

2) The likelihood of the appellant’s success on the merits,

3) The likelihood of immediate and irreparable harm if the stay is not granted, and
4 Whether the public interest favors granting the stay.

Please include your AMC serial number(s) on all correspondence. If additional information is required,

please call Mary Hyde at 602-417-9356.

Ivy J. Garcia
Group Administrator,
Lands and Minerals Adjudication

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS
Interior Board of Land Appeals
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22203

703 235 3750 703 235 8349 (fax)
April 26, 2005

[
P

IBLA 2003-204, et al. : AMC 93157, et al.

RALPH F. GRIFFIN, SR. . Mining Claim Maintenance Fee

Decisions Affirmed

ORDER

Ralph F. Griffin, Sr. has appealed from three decisions of the Arizona State
Office, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), declaring a total of 10 mining claims
forfeited by operation of law for failure to pay the $100 per claim maintenance fee or
file a Maintenance Fee Payment Waiver Certification (Waiver Certification) on or
before September 1, 2002, for the 2003 assessment year. The decisions, the claim or
claims to which they relate, and the corresponding appeal number are: a March 13,
2003, decision relating to one claim (AMC 93157), docket number IBLA 2003-204; a
March 13, 2003, decision relating to eight claims (AMC 114707, AMC 157688,

AMC 157689, AMC 157692-157695, and AMC 158603), docket number
IBLA 2003-205; and a March 6, 2003, decision concerning one claim (AMC 149346),
docket number IBLA 2003-206.

Under 30 U.S.C. § 28f(a) (2000), as amended by the Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002, Pub. L. 107-63, 115 Stat.
414, 418-19 (Nov. 5, 2001), the holder of an unpatented mining claim, mill site, or
tunnel site was required to pay a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site on
or before September 1 of each year for the years 2002 through 2003. Failure to pay
the claim maintenance fee “shall conclusively constitute a forfeiture of the
unpatented mining claim, mill or tunnel site by the claimant and the claim shall be
deemed null and void by operation of law.” 30 U.S.C. § 28i (2000). Congress,
however, provided the Secretary with discretion to waive the fee for a claimant who
certified in writing that on the date the payment was due, the claimant and all
related parties held not more than 10 mining claims, mill sites, or tunnel sites, or
combination thereof, on public lands and had performed assessment work required
under the Mining Law of 1872. 30 U.S.C. § 28f(d) (1) (2000). BLM implemented
this statute with a regulation that requires a claimant to file “a waiver certification on
or before September 1 each year to hold the claims each assessment year beginning
at 12 o'clock noon on September 1 of the calendar year the certification is due,
through September 1, 2004.” 43 CFR 3833.1-7(d) (2002).



IBLA 2003-204, et al.

In each case, appellant asserts that the claims were included on a Wavier
Certification that he alleges was mailed to BLM on August 2, 2002. He states that
BLM failed to notify him “in a timely manner” of its failure to receive a Waiver
Certification and that any attempt to track the mail would be “impossible.”

The original case files before the Board for these claims do not contain any
evidence of timely receipt by BLM of a Waiver Certification for the 2003 assessment
year. This Board has stated that, as a general matter, documents are “filed” with BLM
when they are actually received by BLM, and the mere fact that a document may
have been timely delivered to a postal delivery service does not constitute timely
filing of that document. See, e.g., Anthony J. Perchetti, 89 IBLA 320, 321 (1985); G.
R. Marquardson, 49 IBLA 114, 117 (1980); see also 43 CFR 1822.11 (“The date of
mailing is not the date of filing.”) One basis for the rule is that the post office is
generally considered to be the agent of the sender and delivery of the document to an
individual’s own agent does not constitute delivery of the mail to a third party.
Because the post office acts as the agent of the sender, the consequences resulting
from any delay in delivery are properly borne by the individual who chose the means

of delivery. See Clifford T. Fredrickson, 144 IBLA 105, 107-108 (1998); Gary Milske,

44 IBLA 21, 24 ( 1979). e
With respect to the submission of a Waiver Certification or, in the alternative,
the maintenance fee, the regulations provide that a filing or fee will be considered
timely “if received within the time period prescribed by law, or, if mailed to the -
proper BLM office, [it] is contained within an envelope clearly postmarked by a bona
fide mail delivery service within the period prescribed by law and received by the
proper BLM State Office by 15 calendar days subsequent to such period.” 43 CFR
3833.0-5(m). This regulation, in effect, relaxes the general rule and allows treatment
of a Waiver Certification or fee as timely filed, if included in an envelope postmarked
on or before the due date and received within 15 days subsequent to the due date.
Terri L. Duff, 156 IBLA 326, 328 (2002). In this case, there is no evidence of receipt
by BLM at any time of a Waiver Certification or fees for the 2003 assessment year.

While we recognize appellant’s disappointment over the loss of the claims,
30 U.S.C. § 28i (2000) explicitly states that failure to timely pay the required
maintenance fee automatically results in forfeiture of the mining claim by operation
of law. This statute is self-operative, and when a claimant fails to timely file a waiver
and no payment has been made, forfeiture results from the statutory directive.
Howard J. Hunt, 147 IBLA 381, 384 (1999); Paul W. Tobeler, 131 IBLA 245, 249
(1994). Even where extenuating circumstances are asserted, BLM and this Board are
without authority to excuse lack of compliance with the maintenance fee requirement
of the Act, to extend the time for compliance, or to afford any relief from the

statutory consequences. Richard W. Cahoon Family Limited Partnership, 139 IBLA




IBLA 2003-204, et al.

323, 326 (1997); Paul W. Tobeler, supra. In the absence of a timely-filed
maintenance fee payment or waiver certification, BLM properly declared the claims
forfeited by operation of law. See Alamo Ranch Co., 135 IBLA 61, 76 (1996).

Therefore, pursuant to the authority delegated to the Board of Land Appeals
by the Secretary of the Interior, 43 CFR 4.1, the decisions appealed from are

affirmed.

H. Barry Holt j
Chief Administxadve Judge

I concur:

&uﬁccg J IA‘QQJ& | ' ~

Bruce R. Harris -
Deputy Chief Adrmmstratlve Judge o

APPEARANCES: B

Ralph F. Griffin, Sr.
Box 66
Arivaca, AZ 85601

cc:  Office of the Field Solicitor FAX: 602-364-7885
U.S. Department of the Interior
Sandra Day O'Connor U.S. Courthouse, Suite 404
401 West Washington Street, SPC 44
Phoenix, AZ 85003-2151
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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS
Interior Board of Land Appeals
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22203

703 235 3750 703 235 8349 (fax)
April 26, 2005

IBLA 2003-204, et al. : AMC 93157, et al.
RALPH F. GRIFFIN, SR. Mining Claim Maintenance Fee
: Decisions Affirmed

ORDER

Ralph F. Griffin, Sr. has appealed from three decisions of the Arizona State
Office, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), declaring a total of 10 mining claims
forfeited by operation of law for failure to pay the $100 per claim maintenance fee or
file a Maintenance Fee Payment Waiver Certification (Waiver Certification) on or
before September 1, 2002, for the 2003 assessment year. The decisions, the claim or
claims to which they relate, and the corresponding appeal number are: a March 13,
2003, decision relating to one claim (AMC 93157), docket number IBLA 2003-204; a
March 13, 2003, decision relaring to eight claims (AMC 114707, AMC 157688,

AMC 157689, AMC 157692-157695, and AMC 158603), docket number
IBLA 2003-205; and a March 6, 2003, decision concerning one claim (AMC 149346),
docket number IBLA 2003-206.

Under 30 U.S.C. § 28f(a) (2000), as amended by th: Department of the
Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002, Pub, L. 107-63, 115 Stat.
414, 418-19 (Nov. 5, 2001), the holder of an unpatented mining claim, mill site, or
tunnel site was required to pay a claim maintenance fee of $100 per claim or site on
Av hafara Qantarmher 1 Af aarh vear far the vears 2002 thraueh 2003. Failure to pav



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF HEARINGS AND APPEALS
Interior Board of Land Appeals
801 N. Quincy St. Suite 300
Arlington, VA 22203

703 2353750 703 235 8349 (fax)

April 23, 2003
Appeal of
RALPH GRIFFIN, SR.
AMC 149346
Mining Claim
The above appeal has been received and docketed under

the number IBLA 2003-206. Please refer to this docket
number in any communication, pleading, or other document

relating to this appeal.
;ﬁ@ua@ M

Bruce R. Harris
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge

Thank you.




IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES ‘ . AMC 093157
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR AMC 114707
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AMC 149336
oo AMC 157684
' - AMC 158603
AZ957) MH
APR 17, 2003 el
Certified Mail Receipt Requested
Memorandum
To: Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary

From: Deputy State Director, Business & Support Services
Subject:  Transmitting Appeal of: Ralph Griffin Sr.

Kind of Application Mining Claim Decision

Referring to the above-cited case, [ am transmitting a notice of an appeal from the decision of the

—————Lands and Minerals Operations  daced -UéEll_Q-_ZQDi__lim_lj_._g_L‘ and M 2200
' - [&l Thereare no conflicting cases of record.

C The conflicting cases shown on the status sheet have been properly noted as to the appeal
and favorable action thereon suspended pending final action on the appeal.

(O The records of the conflicting or reference cases identified below are transmitted herewith
- for use in connection with the appeal.

Lne

Enclosure (copy of decision)

cc: BLM;Ralph Griffin Sr.; Field Solicitor: Attn: Rich Greenfield

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1999-773-004 /41162 Form 1842-2 (July 1999)



L ‘ 4 IN REPLY REFER TO: ?\\_\u\b)

UNITED STATES .. AMC 093157
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR B IR -
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT AMC 149336 |
e - AMC 157684 ¥
| AMC 158603 -yt
(az957) v X
APR 17 2603 Sgi

Certified M;il Receipt Requested

Memorandum

To: Board of Land Appeals, Office of the Secretary

From; Deputy‘ State. Director, Business & Support Services
Subject:  Transmitting Appeal of: Ralph Griffin Sr.

Kind of Application Mining Claim Decision

L0Oard

Referring to the above-cited case, I am transmitting a notice of an appeal from the decision of the

————Lands _and Minerals Operations  daed March 6, 2003 and March 13. 2003
: - & There are no conflicting cases of record.

O The conflicting cases shown on the status sheet have been properly noted as to the appeal
and favorable action thereon suspended pending final action on the appeal.

O The records of the conflicting or reference cases identified below are transmitted herewith
for use in connection with the appeal.

S/ Yomna, M Q)\N{-O\\

Enclosure (copy of decision)

cc: BLM;Ralph Griffin Sr.; Field Solicitor: Attn: Rich Greenfield

*U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1999-773-004 /41 162 Form 1842-2 (July 19?9)
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o Umted Sfa_,t,es' D.epa_rtm’e"n:t{.off,thé Interior

~ BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
" Arizona State Office |
222 North Central Avenue
. Phoenix, AZ' 85004-2203
- In reply refer to: ‘ IR , B o
3800 (957) (MH)
AMC149336

March 6, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED: 7002 1000 0004 9039 5574

DECISION e
Griffin Ralph Sr :  This decision affects those claims showll_' ~
Box 66 :  in the block below: L8 Z
Arivaca, AZ 85601 : = - Sex
rivaca, : g W > <
S22 A2
AMC149346 é?r\)é ) - _éz___
WHITE GOLD #19 oD eyl
Rl - SR AL
= =
~O (=] 2 '
MINING CLAIM A - =
DECLARED FORFEITED ¥ P '
The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required maintenance fee
payment or small miner’s maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on

or before September 1 of each year. These requirements were established by 30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as
amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

Our records do not show receipt of a maintenance fee payment, or waiver received on or before
September 1, 2002, for the year 2003, for the claim listed above. Therefore, the claim is forfeited.

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and
determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of
the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations.

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
may take further action under 43 CFR 3809.604. Failure to conduct reclamation is a prohibited act that
may subject you to criminal penalties. See 43 CFR 3809.605(h) and 43 CFR 3809.700.



fat..e;s' Dépa.rtmént,o‘_f,thje' Interior

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT - o
| Arizona State Office |
o 222 North Central Avenue )
: Phoenix, AZ 850042203 ~
 Inreply refer to: I o ‘
13800 (957) (MH)
AMC93157

March 13, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 7002 1000 0004 6989 9973

| DECISION ’ o %
Griffin Ralph Sr :  This decision affects those céﬁ& shownZg
Box 66 ¢ in the block below: zZ T, ’:’_
Arivaca, AZ 85601 : > =
=22
AMC93157 2N Z
BLUE BIRD #1 SR 8
— =
MINING CLAIM
DECLARED FORFEITED

The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the required small miner’s
maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year or the claim is forfeited. These requirements were established by
30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

forfeited.

The affidavit of assessment work for the subject mining claims was timely received; however, our records
do not show receipt of a waiver for the year 2003. Therefore, the mining claims listed above are declared

<

L S———

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and

determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of
the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite
management regulations.

you for noncompliance under its surface

For land administered by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM




tates Déﬁrthént,dfthé Interior

- BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT .
. Arizona State Office |
| .. 222 North Central Avenue
L3 S  Phoenix, AZ' 85004-2203
In reply refer to: A v R o

3800 (957) (MH) |

AMC114707, AMC157684, AMC158603 March 13, 2003

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 7002 1000 0004 6989 9980

DECISION
Griffin Nora Georgia and Ralph Sr :  This decision affects those claims shown
Box 66

v . in the block below:
Arivaca, AZ 85601 :

AMC114707, 157688, 157689, 157692 - 157695, 158603

—
, 2 >
BLUE BIRD NO 2, GEORGIA #6 & #7, BLUE BIRD #3 - #6, GEORGIA #1 = = Ew
. 24 L ZCH
=2 T AR
MINING CLAIM *on = BE=Z
DECLARED FORFEITED ZIZz p 225
S
The mining claims listed above have been declared forfeited for failure to file the I%Ui‘red smalf mine'E'§
maintenance fee waiver (waiver).

Claimants are required to pay an annual non-refundable maintenance fee of $100, or submit a waiver, on
or before September 1 of each year or the claim is forfeited. These requirements were established by
30 U.S.C. 28-f-k, as amended, and 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3833.1-5, 1-6, and 1-7.

The affidavit of assessment work for the subject mining claims was timely received; however, our records

do not show receipt of a waiver for the year 2003. Therefore, the mining claims listed above are declared
forfeited. —

You are required to reclaim all areas disturbed by your activities on lands encompassed by your mining
claim(s) and/or site(s). After you complete the reclamation, you must notify the authorized officer of the
appropriate surface managing agency so that the authorized officer may conduct a final site inspection and

determine whether you may be released from liability. If you fail to reclaim the land to the satisfaction of
the authorized officer, the surface management agency may cite you for noncompliance under its surface
management regulations. ‘

For land administered by fhe Bureau of Land Management (BLM), if you fail to reclaim the land to the
satisfaction of the authorized officer as required in 43 CFR Subpart 3809, BLM will issue an order of
noncompliance under 43 CFR 3809.601(a). If you fail to comply with the noncompliance order, BLM
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Form 3630-2 v IJlJlJrED STATES

(Juty 1994) DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . FORM APPROVED
- BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT OMB NO. (00401 14
. MAINTENANCE FEE PAYMENT WAIVER CERTIFICATION - Expires March L 1997

This small miner waiver is filed 10 hold the claims/sites listed below for the assessment year beginning at noon on the first September | lollowing the
official filing of this form with BLM. ' : ’

The undersigned owner(s) of the mining claims/sites listed below hereby certify under penalty-of 18 U.S.C. 1001 and 43 U.S.C. 1212 tha:

UWe coatrol, or will control, ten or fewer mining claims/sites: located and maintained on Federal land in the United States of America on the August 31 -

. that is one day before the beginning of the assessment year indicated in line one above. .

UWe have/will performed/perform assessment work upon the claims listed below for the current assessment Kur as IO(; 1{3;9 ?u::(nﬂ indicl:l_ed in Ii:; .
ugust 10, : regulations at 43

three above. This work meets the requirements of the General Mining Law of 1872, as amended; the Act of
CFR 3833 and 3850. Such work will be described on our affidavit of ﬁ\bot _ ,

The mining claims and sites for which the above waiver {from payment of the maintenance fees is made are:

CLAIM NAME BLM RECORDATION SERIAL NUMBER

. 8/1&\0 [3/}@0 Aﬂ/ 43/5"7

 Rlue Rivd *2 1400

s Whlte (onld # 19 ‘ /—%29'.3?4 é;,é"i;,
‘ Leorg g G L $ZReES 20
S (poovea sa 3 ] ‘3:;%[0 2 225

o

Flece Ri'rd #3 | SR e 2
Sixe 3,0 =4 | | $™7 673
Biue R3.ipd & | ) 52 69¢
> Rlue Bivd = & | | S 4695
'°'&s':42);$:n Sy " | S& O3

Al owner(s) of the above mining claims and sites are filing for this waiver.

1/We understand and acknowledge that pursuant to 43 U.S.C. 1212 and 18 U.S.C. 1001, the filing of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent document with the
Bureau of Land Management may result in a fine of up to 310,000, & prison term not Je-axceed five years, ot both.

ﬂa/ph E, Gwvi L€'y S R / ‘/4 1%&,

{Owner's Name - Please Prini)

~4

f 4 E[')( é/é 14'1'11/«.‘«&. A2 VS‘QQJ
I imet o PO Box) o €O (Sue) . ZipCode) |
.............................................................. IS
. 4 N »
/VL?Y‘éL @/&.d)\\(‘// 2 @\ﬂppln / : P Zadint
(Owner's Nainf - Plcase Print) . {OWaer's Signat
PC) BQ)( b ¢ - A"'[y“,g(“,, /42— 5’.5‘.&[&
SRR (Street orP.O.Box) e Cy) e Sue) (Zip Code)
(Owner's Name - Please Print) (Owner's Signature)
........................ ireet or PO Box) G TG (@i Cadel
(Owner's Name - Please Print) . {Owner's Signature)
(Siteet o1 P.O. Bor) (City) (State) {Zip Code)

{Continued on re. erie)
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side

he reverse!

RESS completed on t

j

g

SENDER:

e Complete items 1 and/or 2 for additional services.

..o Qomplete items 8, and 4a & b.

Print your name" and address ‘on the reverse of this
eturp ‘this card toyou. 7 5
Attach’tHig' form to the’ front of the, mailpiece, or 0

ey
does Hof permit.: o S S T
ceipt Reque}ste'd." on the mailpiece below the article number.| 2. D Restricted Delivery

o Wiite *Retyrn Rec nth
e The Return Regeipt will show to whom the article wa
delivered. .

3. Article Addressed to:
WILLIAM COPLEN, ET AL
P.0. BOX 92

ARIVACA, AZ 85601

wl ABANDONMENT AMC162194, AMC149336,
Q1 AMC198225, AMC219621, AMC234958 % Date(‘;Dé""e’V

< (921) DDM

2

Is your RETUR

5. Signature (Addressee)

| also wish to receive the
following services (for an extra
form so that we can | fee):

n the back if space 1. [0 Addressee’s Address

s delivered and the date
Consult postmaster for fee.

4a. Agicle Numbe
. 2

4b. Service Type
] Registered [ insured

Wy Certified O cop

OE i @agReturn Receipt for
b Ma‘l- Merchandise

Return Receipt Service.

8. Addressee’s Address (Only if requested
and fee is paid)

Thank you for using

6. 'g'nature( nt) £
M 0O MDA L

PS Form 3811(/December 1991 | #US.GPO: 1993352714 DOMESTlC RETURN RECEIPT

LI

|
i
|
|
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<1994 MISSING ASSESSMENT LIST BY SERIAL NUMBER

LEAD OWNER

COPLEMN WILLIAM Et al

PO BOX 92

ARIVACA AZ 85601

CO-OWNERS

SAUER HAROLD

ARIZONA LEAD FILE NUMBER = 162194
CASE SERIAL CLAIM LAST CASE SERIAL CLAI™
TYPE NUMBER NAME ASSMT. TYPE NUMBER NAME
LD 162194 WHITE GOLD #21 1992

ARIZONA LEAD FILE NUMBER - {ij4983%
CASE SERIAL CLAIM LAST CASE SERIAL CLAT™Y
TYPE NUMBER NAME ASSMT. TYPE NUMBER NAME
LD 149341 WHITE GOLD #14 1992 LD 149342 WHITE GOLD #15
LD 149343 WHITE GOLD #16 1992

ARIZONA LEAD FILE NUMBER - 198225
CASE SERIAL
TYPE NUMBER C;:;S ol S SERLAL tLaIx

ASSMT. TYPE NUMBER NAMZ

LD 198230 WHITE GoLo #27 1992

ARIZONA LEAD FILE NUMBER - 219621
CASE SERIAL CLAIM LAST CASE SERIAL CLAT
TYPE NUMBER NAME ASSMT. TYPE NUMBER NAME
LD 219623 WHITE GOLD #30 1992

10921 )y G343 Lt FFo1 5347
NTERED IN COMPUTER 63 -7 <o

INT

PAGE 001

LAST
ASSMT.

LAST
ASSMT.

1992

LAST
ASSMT,

LAST
ASSMT,



[

1994 MISSI-=|188ESSMENT LIST BY SERIAL EmVBER
. A
LEAD OWNER
COPLEN WILLIAM
BOX 92
ARIVACA AZ 85601
CO-OWNERS
NONE e
ARIZONA LEAD FTILE NUMBER — 234958
CASE SERIAL CLAIM LAST CASE SERIAL CLAIM
TYPF NUMBER NAME ASSMT. TYPE NUMBER NAME
LD 234958 WHITE GOLD 33 1992
LD 234959 WHITE GOLD 34 1992 LD 23496C WHITE GOLD 35
LD 234961 WHITE GOLD 36 1992 LD 234962 WHITE GOLD 37

PAGE 002=

LAST
ASSMT.

1992
1992
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Unite ;States Department of the —erior

[ow s ey
R ——
[2epespimascs e madsisa 1]
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT .
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE - -
3707 N. 7TH STREET
P.0. BOX 16563 IN REPLY REFER TO:
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85011 3800 (921) DDM
A MC 162194
P 149336
CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED ~ JUNE 2, 1994 e
DECISION 254358

Mining Claimant(s)
as Shown on the
Enclosed Sheet(s)

Mining Claim(s), -
Mi1l1 Site(s) and Tunnel
Site(s) as Shown on the
Enclosed Sheet(s)

o0 o0 o0

MINING CLAIMS, MILL SITES AND TUNNEL SITES
DECLARED ABANDONED

Public Law 102-381, 106 Stat 1374, dated October 5, 1992, and the regulations
implemented July 15, 1993, 43 CFR §3833.1-5, "Rental Fees" prescribe, unless
otherwise exempted, that $100 rental for assessment year 1992-1993, and $100
rental for assessment year 1993-1994, must be paid to the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) for each mining claim, mill site, and tunnel site on or
before August 31, 1993. Failure to pay the rental fee by that date shall
conclusively constitute an abandonment of the mining claim, mill site, or
tunnel site, which shall be void.

The BLM records do not show receipt of payment for the mining claim(s), mill
site(s), and tunnel site(s) listed on the enclosed sheet(s) on or before
August 31, 1993.

If the rental fee was timely paid to the BLM for 1993 and 1994, please furnish
a copy of the BLM receipt for payment and the document 1isting the claims and
serial numbers for which payment was made to the BLM, Arizona State Office.
The receipt and proof must be dated and/or time stamped by the BLM on or
before August 31, 1993. '

The proof of payment must show that the required amount was remitted and was
received by the BLM on or before August 31, 1993, or it will not be accepted.
The evidence must be received in this office no later than 30 days from
receipt of this decision. If the proof is not furnished during the 30-day
period, the mining claim(s), mill site(s), and tunnel site(s) will be removed
from the BLM records as abandoned and void. '

If additional information is required, please call (602) 650-0518.

B

Mary Jo Yoas
Chief, Branch of Lands
and Minerals Operations

Enclosure(s)
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These documents have been scanned!

Do not place un-scanned documents beneath this notice!

Do not remove this notice from this file!

GPO Jacket No. 560-102
Print Order 61540

Rise Business Services, LLC
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Claim Begin-End: AMC149336-AMC 149347

3 Transfers

IWHETANN  az152165  Avcrasere-avcrssors



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEHENT
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE

IN REPLY REFER TO:

103090

| _ ‘ 105388

Memorandum 108100
To: Case File 111624
//jg . - 124344

Eroms . , » 149336
Subsect: D ZZ&Z:*' T Teleph ¢ sation 190436
ubject: Documentation of Telephone Conversa 198225

) 214678
Name of Person Contacted: J/U. QﬁZé;zzbn g/4éééébﬁi:7éébll 217072
~ a 219621

Telephone Number of Person Contacted: 227311
/// 235441
Date of Contact: %9;42> 57)77A - 248845
r/ ’ 275669
322901

Summary:
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CUrFiVIiAL ROUVURDS OF
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY
SUZANNE SAINZ
COUNTY RECORDER

Recording requested by and return to: REQUEST OF :
Richard W. Harris, Esq. HARRIS, RICHARD W., ESG.
Harris, Trimmer & Thompson DATE: 02/23/98 TIME: 12.10
6121 Lakeside Drive, Ste, 260 FEE: 8. 00
Reno, Nevada 89511 \POCK 749 PAGE 790 PAQES: 5

Exempt from Affidavit
ARS 42-161426

QUITCLAIM DEED WITH RESERVED ROYALTY incecen MCRoFLMaD
D0ck 749pe 790

HECLA MINING COMPANY (hereinafter referred to as "Transferor"), a Delaware
corporation, whose address is 6500 Mineral Drive, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83815-8788, for, and in
consideration of the sum of ten dollars ($10.00) and other valuable consideration paid to Transferor
by MINEFINDERS (USA) INC., a Nevada corporation (hereinafter referred to as "Transferee"),
whose address is 3545 Airway Drive, Suite 102, Reno, Nevada 89511, receipt of which is hereby
acknowledged by Transferor, hereby remises, releases and forever quitclaims to Transferee all of
the interest of Transferor, if any, in and to mining claims situated in Santa Cruz County, Arizona, as
further described in Exhibit "A", attached hereto and by this reference made a part hereof.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, all and singular the described property, together with the
tenements, hereditaments and appurtenances belonging to such Property, or in anywise
appertaining, and the rents, issues and profits of such Property to Transferee and Transferee's heirs

and assigns forever.

RESERVING UNTO TRANSFEROR a three percent (3%) net smelter royalty on
production of all Precious Metals from the Property. The term "Net Smelter Royalty" shall mean
gross revenues actually received by Transferee for gold or silver sold F.O.B. smelter, less:

1. any rents, fees, severance or similar taxes or royalties that may be imposed or levied
on the Properties (exclusive of income taxes) from and after July 14, 1994;

2. smelter and refining charges and any other charges or penalties levied by the smelter
or refiner or other purchaser of the gold or silver;

3. freight and insurance costs of the gold or silver from the Properties to the point of
sale;

4. sales commissions and charges; and

5.  royalties created or granted by Transferor or its predecessors in title, provided that
the Net Smelter Royalty shall not be reduced by any royalties created or granted by
. /“ 3t

Transferee or its successors or assigns. SRS
PR AN
RS TN
AN O " A
SOTERW \8:\
K S &
2,%
2
Quitclaim Doed s \\\' R
Hecla o Minefinders < SO
Page 1 of 3 Y SN QF
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otk 749me 791

TRANSFEREE SHALL PAY the Net Smelter Royalty in the following manner:

1. The Net Smelter Royalty shall be paid quarterly within forty-five (45) days after the
end of each calendar quarter during which gross revenues are received by Transferee
and shall be subject to adjustment for 30 days after the end of the calendar year for

metallurgical or financial accounting discrepancies.

2. Each royalty payment shall be accompanied by an accounting statement justifying
the calculation and amount of the royalty payment, and at year end a statement of all
royalties paid during the year. Any adjustment of a Net Smelter Royalty shall
contain a detailed statement and calculation explaining the basis for and discrepancy

requiring adjustment.

3. Any adjustment required because of an overpayment to the Transferor shall be made
only be offsetting such overpayment from the Net Smelter Royalty otherwise due in
the next succeeding calendar quarter or quarters. In no event shall the Transferor be
required to repay funds already paid over to it as a result of any such deduction.

TRANSFEROR ALSO RETAINS a first right of refusal with respect to any sale, lease, joint
venture, or other conveyance of the mining claims.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Transferor has caused this Quitclaim Deed to be executed this 24*

day of JanuaeY |, 1998.

TRANSFEROR
HECLA MINING COMPANY

- o et VB2

Michael B. White

Vice President

By ‘-)
Z&thanie] K -Addams

sistant Secretary

Quitclaim Deed
Hecln/to Mincfinders
Page 2 of 3



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT D0CK 749p6c 799

STATE OF IDAHO )
) ss.
County of Kootenai )

On this_29™ day of Januaegy , 1998, before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public
in and for the State of Idaho, personally appeared Michael B. White and Nathaniel K. Adams,
known or identified to me to be the Vice President and the Assistant Secretary, respectively, of
HECLA MINING COMPANY, the officers that executed the instrument on behalf of said
corporation, and acknowledged to me that such corporation executed the same.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my notarial seal the
day and year in this certificate first above written.

LAURALEE JOHNSON ¥ %ﬁé&%&)
NOTARY PUBLIC Notary Public

: @ State of Idaho : Residing at Post Falls -
1 + My Commission Expires: March 17, 199

Quitclaim Deed
Hecla/to Minefinders
Pagc3 of 3



EXHIBIT A
to Quitclaim Deed
Hecla to Minefinders

bock 749eee 793

PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

The following unpatented mining claims situated in Santa Cruz County, Arizona, Township
23 South, Range 11 East, Sections 18, 19, 20, 29, 30 and 32, and Township 23 South,
Range 12 East, Section 24, G&SR B & M.

NAME OF CLAIM BLM SERIAL NO. SECTION(S)
White Gold No. 1 AMC 111624 19, 20
White Gold No. 2 AMC 1116257 20, 29
White Gold No. 3 AMC 111626! 20
White Gold No. 4 AMC 111627 19, 20
White Gold #5 AMC 12434@ 20
White Gold #6 AMC 124345, 20, 29
White Gold #7 AMC 124346’ 20, 29
White Gold #8 AMC 124347 20,29
White Gold #9 AMC 149336 29 Ry =~
White Gold #10 AMC 149337 20 e S
White Gold #11 AMC 149338~ 20 S5 e i
White Gold #12 AMC 149339, 20 ~oi o %
White Gold #13 AMC 149340 20 Fyx P E@n
White Gold #17 AMC 149344} 29 22 W EEG
White Gold #18 AMC 149345 29 = SNECING
White Gold #20 AMC 14934 20 &
White Gold #22 AMC 19822 20, 29 A
White Gold #23 AMC 198226 20
White Gold #24 AMC 198227 20,29
White Gold #25 AMC 198228 20, 29
White Gold #26 AMC 19822 20
White Gold #28 AMC 21962 29
White Gold #29 AMC 219622 29
White Gold #31 AMC 219624 29
White Gold #32 AMC 219625 29
White Gold #38 AMC 24884 30
White Gold #39 AMC 248846 30
WG 101 AMC 275680 19, 20, 29, 30
WG 102 AMC 275681 19
West #2 AMC 1904 29
West #3 AMC 190498 29
West #7 AMC 1905 29
West #8 AMC 190503 29
West #9 AMC 190504 29
Exhibit A
QCD Hecla to Minefinders d
Page ! of 2



NAME C!'!'!LAIM

BLM SERIAL NO.
West #10 AMC 19050
West #12 AMC 19050
West #15 AMC 19051
Two AMC 1081
Mary #1 AMC 1030
Mary #2 AMC 1030
Mary #3 AMC 1053887 ]
Oro Fino AMC 22731
Johny #1 AMC 2146
Johny #2 AMC 214679
Johny #3 AMC 214680
Willey #1 AMC 21707
Willy #3 AMC 2170;/3
Willie #4 AMC 220672
Willie #18 AMC 220686
Willie #19 AMC 220687
Willie #20 AMC 220688
Willie #28 AMC 220696)
Willie #34 AMC 220702
Willie #35 AMC 220703
Willie #36 AMC 220704
Willie #37 AMC 220705
Willie #42 AMC 220710
Willie #50 AMC 235445
El Gato 1 AMC 322901
El Gato 2 AMC 322902 \
ILP1 AMC 322905
WG 108 AMC 3229(/
TOTAL: 62 unpatented mining claims

Exhibit A
QCD Hecla to Minefinders
Page 2 of 2

00K 749 794

SECTION(S)

29
32

30

20

19, 30

19, 30

19, 30

19

18

18

18

18

18

18

18,19

19 (T23S R11E)
24 (T23S R12E)
19

18

18

18

18

18

18

19

29

29

29

29, 32
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UNITED ;TﬁTES '
E INTF= R

DEPARTMEN

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE

—I{T

RECEIPT AND ACCOUNTING ADVICE

NO.23 88 8 5 4 i

YU r87 WA /AZ /98
z _ ‘ ‘
!l Subject: THIMDSFIE OF INTEREST « && i b1 & 0 % IR T
i ' b O 11 B §7 1}
; Applicant: .
! R
Remitter: " (17 AL
f’Aszsig:nor:
LEASE MANAGEMENT DATA  Ongw  CJupDATE  [JPAYMENT
ORIGINAL SERIAL NO. ASG. | TYPE ST. CTY. FUND SYMBOL ACRES/UNITS RATE
C AR Ly LaEs, ET AL
I
' AMOUNT ANV.DATE | EXP.DATE | BILLCYC| s/¢| DISTRICT | NEXTBILL | MISC. DATA Uof M ACTUAL UNITS
ASSIGNMENT SERIAL NO. ASG. TYPE | ST. | CTY. FUND SYMBOL ACRES/UNITS RATE
AMOUNT ANV. DATE EXP.DATE |BILLCYC.|s/c | DISTRICT | NEXTBILL | MISC. DATA Uof M ACTUAL UNITS
; APPLY REMITTANCE
TACTION FUND SYMBOL CTY. AMOUNT Remarks: 7/ /0w( W W
! FILING FEE
| RENTAL %ﬁﬂ/ p
t
! UNEARNED
: REFUND
| .
! 320, 00
| TOTAL
! AMOUNT DUE 67 /(/% DATE: {é /
i BY: %&L&/ (/95
[ Lease in Escrow? FOR MMS (/SE ONLY r
1 kas? Of Interest? BILLEE FOREST REFUGE
D Auto Escalates? Operating Rights? NUMBER
!:] Auto Renew? Overator 0CS SECTION
‘ Bond Filed? CODE

CASE FOLDER COPY




HARRIS, TRIMMER 8 THOMPSON
i 6121 LAKESIDE DRIVE
SUITE 260
RENO, NEVADA 89511
MAILING ADDRESS:

RICHARD W. HARRIS
KATHLEEN S. TRIMMER
RICHARD K. THOMPSON
POST OFFICE BOX 70250
RENO, NEVADA 89570-0250
(702) 825-4300

FAX (702) 825-4829

AN ASSOCIATION OF ATTORNEYS

March 31, 1998

FEDERAL EXPRESS
Mining Records Division o ==
Arizona State Office Sen =
Ty~

Bureau of Land Management Ere W
3707 North 7th Street ToN
Phoenix, Arizona 85014 SnEON
b ==

éé

Re:  Oro Blanco Claim Group, Santa Cruz County, Arizona
Dear Sir or Madam:
I enclose a copy of the “Quitclaim Deed with Reserved Royalty” by which Hecla

Mining Company conveys the “Oro Blanco” claims to Minefinders (USA) Inc. I also
enclose our Trust Check No. 1146 in the amount of $320.00 for your filing fee (62 claims

at $5.00 per claim). Please return evidence of filing to this office.

Very truly yours,
Q-/CI‘/ ’/Q:Q/M/MQLA@\/A

Richard W. Harris

Thank you for your attention.

RWH/bc
Enclosures
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\‘* *F
o/ ANTANT - .
o A \ i . _ — - _~l_ - . o

o Uil ,;{i\,
cNouATY /|
6 Al ARIZONA ] I hereby certify that the within instrument was filed and recorded } re: No.:
8] Wk ¢ ss. .
\g,\’f“ﬁ‘,/ SANTACRYz | °° _JuL 221982 . 19 , atele 30 1 M. 44004"//
7/ Iy %
In Docket No 327 . Pagoé‘/ﬁ‘é,‘gt the request of W ;Z /(Z;%VJ Indexed:
Witness my hand and official seal Compared:
When recorded mail to: ness my hand and oliicial seal.
MARY LOU G. SAINZ Photostated:
/‘ Courfty Recorder Fee: § 3 0
.BYM
. Deputy Recorder LRS.: §
MICROFILMED
AQ) INDEXE]
Ouit-Claim Bepd o Y2l
For the consideration of Ten Dollars, and other valuable considerations, Kor we, ‘4« He. COplen
eno Harold Sauer
hereby quit-claim to Ra lp h Grittiths / o, /-{ . ')-/;,,. PR /”“
all right, title, or interest in the following real property situated in vante Craz County, Arizona:
Unpatented mining clzim White Qola #1292 loccted in Oro Blanco
mining District. Sec. 20 Townc..ip 238 Range 1.E
Recoraewu in banta Ceuz Co. Recorders office., Bk 217 Pige
696-698, Dec. 20, 1u81l. BLM # AMC 149746, acted 1-l4lel
RECEIVED
YL
JAN 1 6 7984
PHOENIX, ARIZONA
" ) . R (“j ~.\
Dated this /8 day of ‘/L' #1€ , 19. o (ﬁ/\
N 7
N g
‘fﬂl. H. Co Ten/
v o » R x-ck«\\ \ (‘\ AN A
\1:j‘. harold Gezuer
STATE OF /? T 20 )\/ /'? This instrument was acknowledged before me this_L
- Lo ss o p . P
Ny “\.County of " _ \ / N/'¥ day of N Yoo 1953,_ by
R L R . J /{/ (—)‘ / \;/4 /'(AJC 2
| oL [Af e, I, 6/,0 (7 G re el
. i Lo o ! . -

3 b 3 J ’ {.» 13 /f < y
_(},/ /\7 2 7) --;)/’7£ 2 c(r»}/

» My commission will expire Jaig Notary Public.

~

® Forms Inc. ® P.O. Box 1109 @ La Jolia, CA 92038 ® U.S.-800-854-1080 ® CA-800-542-6232 ® Form 3§



County of ccoeeeiiiecvaeeeee reeeeeeroteanannananaen J

On this the...._... . QBT OF e e e nn e , 19 , before me,
..................................................................................................... , the undersigned Notary Public, personally appeared
................................................................ , known to me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the
person........ whose name........ccocco. subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged that............ he........

executed the same for the purposes therein contained.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and of{icial seal.

My commission expires............. e e e ) Notary Tublic.

STATE OF ARIZONA L
CoUNLY OF 1o omnenenaene J o

On this the.. ..o QAY OF e et e , 19..........., before me,

.............................................................. , the unde.sigried Notary Public, personally appeared
............................................................................................................. , known o me (or satisfactorily proven) to be the
person........ whose Name.......co.oeeeeeeee subscribed to the wiihin instrument and acknowledged that.......... he..........

executed the same for the purposes therein contained.

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and official seal.

My commission eXpires.......oocooiioiiiocaeeiarereniieceeeaen. Notary Public.
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NOTICE!!

These documents have been scanned!

Do not place un-scanned documents beneath this notice!

Do not remove this notice from this file!

GPO Jacket No. 560-102
Print Order 61540
Rise Business Services, LLC
Job=AZ15 8/14/2019

AR AR

Box Number= AZ15216
00 A0 OO

Claim Begin-End: AMC149336-AMC 149347

4 Annual Filings
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These documents have been scanned!

Do not place un-scanned documents beneath this notice!

Do not remove this notice from this file!

GPO Jacket No. 560-102
Print Order 61540
Rise Business Services, LLC
Job=AZ15 8/14/2019
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| DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER | ||
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGE

(LIVE) Serial Register Page

MINING CLAIMS

\
\
|
|

RunDate/Time: 05/05/05 02:15 PM Page 2 of 13

01 05-10-1872;017STAT0091;30USC26,28,34 Serial Number

Case Type 384101: LODE CLAIM AMC149346

Claim Name: WHITE GOLD #19

Commodity :

Case Disposition: CLOSED

Name & Address Int Rel % Interest

GRIFFIN RALPH SR BOX 66 ARIVACA, AZ 85601 CLAIMANT 0.0000000
\

Mer Twp Rng Sec Quadrant District/Resource County |

14 02308 0110E 020 SE TUCSON FIELD OFFICE SANTA CRUZ

Act Date Code Action Action Remarks Receipt Number |

12/16/1981 403 LOCATION DATE

01/14/1982 395 RECORDATION NOTICE RECD

12/30/2002 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 2002 614527

08/24/2001 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 2002

12/20/2001 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 2001 426226

08/29/2000 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 2001

12/26/2000 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 2000 241159

08/27/1999 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 2000

12/29/1999 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1999

08/31/1998 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1999

12/28/1998 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1998

08/26/1997 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1998

12/22/1997 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1997

08/28/1996 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1997

12/30/1996 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1996

08/31/1995 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1996

12/30/1995 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1995

08/31/1994 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1995

12/30/1994 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1994

08/30/1993 483 SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1994

12/30/1993 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1993

08/30/1993 483  SMALL MINER CERT FILED 1993

12/24/1992 480 EVID OF ASSMT FILED 1992

04/26/2005 361 DECISION AFFIRMED IBLA 2003-204 |

04/17/2003 165 CASE SENT TO IBLA IBLA 2003-205 ‘

04/14/2003 120  APPEAL FILED IBLA 2003-205 , |

03/13/2003 393  DECISION ISSUED REQ NOT MET |

09/01/2002 239 DECLARED NULL & VOID REQ NOT MET |

09/12/1989 669 LAND STATUS CHECKED

01/16/1984 396 TRF OF INTEREST FILED COPEN WM |

01/16/1984 396 TRF OF INTEREST FILED SAUER HAROLD

01/14/1982 501 ACCT ADV IN LEAD FILE AMC149336;

12/30/1981 404  COUNTY RECORDATION 0;317;696

12/30/1981 635  AMENDED LOCATION FILED 0;317;697

Line Nr Remarksg

NO WARRANTY IS MADE BY BLM
FOR USE OF THE DATA FOR
PURPOSES NOT INTENDED BY BLM



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE ‘

IN REPLY REFER TO:
/77 3 I
Memorandum
To: Case File

From: A0, Ao b
> 24{5;‘ /9?;44»

Subject: Documentation of Telephone Conversation

Name of Person Contacted: /L/(‘_'/‘/d,«EJ’ /%Zﬁ*z A

Telephone Number of Person Contacted: (70 ) 504" -4300)

Date of Contact: )47/47’”
Fr7

Summary:
//QZLQJ N 2O e L RA A Az tr Grith
= y . - ) B . /‘7. . . ,
{ //M’ v //ﬁf //Z‘."’ s /j//(f/ﬁ/ AL //é It I o //
/Qééwduw A??Z‘%Z//Z{{14éé/0 ‘>/

("/e, QZ?J&K/7 ‘///qgf/ ﬂQC%?ZE(,Z/ Nl /Qﬁ?,a«?l
= % 4 L0 AE I 4/; ///) ///9 (') A\/ ‘ % 7L /(.:/él/d \_//A/(’ .27
_,47//1//a/7i<4ﬁ§4// | :

K’/7/i23/C%.(4‘ ﬁ;ifj /4ﬂ;vﬂ
7 ‘




o /0807
y 3050
HARRIS, TRIMMER 8 THOMPSON/&{/ 5fj/

AN ASSOCIATION OF ATTORNEYS ~)
6121 LAKESIDE DRIVE

RICHARD W. HARRIS /// é; Z}/ SUITE 260

KATHLEEN S. TRIMMER RENO, NEVADA 89511

RICHARD K. THOMPSON /}C/ ?W MAILING ADDRESS:

POST OFFICE BOX 70250

(GG 336 i e
/ QJ (/Qé7 FAX (702) 825-4829
/ (/ J/szf September 18, 1996
e a4 R272//
Mining Records Division =7?/ /O 7&2 S )"(/Q/
Arizona State Office ‘ _72/ 9 é/ ey 2 y /// 4 5

Bureau of Land Management

P - /' — . b
3707 North 7th Street ﬂzé‘z 04[7 / = j 7 S )é & ;7,
Phoenix, Arizona 85014 :3 (71 2 ;2/

Re:  1996-97 Federal Rental Fees (Oro Blanco Project)
Dear Sir or Madam:

On August 20, 1996 our office delivered a letter to the Arizona State Office of
the Bureau of Land Management conveying federal claim maintenance fees of
$10,800.00 for the “Oro Blanco Project” situated in Santa Cruz County, Arizona.

The letter did not correctly identify all of the claim owners. I am advised by
Mr. Mark Bailey, President of Minefinders (USA) Inc., that the claim owners are as
follows: '

1. The White Gold, WG, Oro Fino, El Gato, L.LP, TWO, West, Mary,
Johny, and Willy/Willie claims are owned by Hecla Mining Company, 6500 Mineral
Drive, Box C-80600, Coeur d'Alene, Idaho 83814-8788.

2. The BP 1-46 claims are owned by Minefinders (USA) Inc., whose address
is 5301 Longley Lane, Suite D-148, Reno, Nevada 89511.

In addition, please note that Exhibit A to my letter of August 19 describes the BP
claims as having federal serial numbers “NMC” 338752-338797. The correct prefix is
13 AMC ”» y




Arizona Bureau of Land Management
September 20, 1996
Page 2

The federal claimm maintenance fees were paid by Minefinders (USA) Inc. on be-
half of the foregoing claim owners.

The rental fees were paid in lieu of federal assess-
ment work pursuant to federal law. '

Please return a file-stamped copy of this letter to our office. Thank you for your
attention.

Very truly yours,

Richard W. Harris

RWH/sm
Encs.

cc:  Mr. Mark Bailey (by telecopier)

Mr. Tench Page (by telecopier)
Ms. Lauralee Johnson (by telecopier)
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EXHIBIT A

The Claims consist of the following unpatented lode mnining
claims situated in the Oro Blanco Mining District,
County, Arizona, in Sections 7, 18,-19, 20, 21, 29, 30,
Township 23 South, Range 11 East G&SR‘Mer., the names-of which and
the place of record of the 1ocatlon notices thereof in the official
records of the County Recorder and authorized office of the Bureau
of Land Management are as follows:

Name of Claim

Sta

Cruz County

Book Page

Santa Cruz

31 and 32,

BLM Serial
A MC No.

The follow1ng claims are collectlvely referred to as the "White

Gold Group"

White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold
White Gold 10
White Gold 11
White Gold 12
White Gold 13
White Gold 17
White Gold 18
White Gold 20
White Gold 22
White Gold 23
White Gold 24
White Gold 25
White Gold 26
White Gold 28
White Gold 29
White Gold 31
White Gold 32
White Gold 38
White Gold 39

v WNDK

285

285"
285 .

285
295
295
295
295
317
317
317
317
317
317
317
317

348

348
348
348
348
372
372
372
372
417
417

459-60
461-62
463-64
465-66
635-36
637-38
639-40
641-42
675-77
678-80
260-62
263-65
681-83
693
257-59
699-701
136-37
138-39
140-41
142-43
144-45
266-68
269-70
273-74
275-76
517-18
519-20.

The following claims are collectively referred to as the

WG 101
WG 102 _

3%3 108f%

PR

'
AR

459

459

587

Exh

l61-62
163-64
736-37

ibit A, Page 1

111626
111627
124344
124345
124346
124347
149336
149337
149338
149339
149340
149344
149345
1493477
198225
198226
198227
198228
198229
219621
219622
219624
219625
248845
248846

111624
111625)

WG Group"

275680
275681
3229077




Name of Claim

Oro Fino

El Gato 1
El Gato 2

LP 1

TWO

The following claims are collectively referred to as

Group"

West
West
West
West
West
West 10
West 12
West 15

WVWoJwWwN

The following claims are collectively referred to as

Group"

MARY 1 }
Amended

MARY 2
Amended

MARY 3
Amended
Amended

Sta Cruz County

Book Page
381 541
587 724-25
587 726-27
587 732-33
282 149

341 408
341 409
341 413
341 414
341 415
341 416
341 418
341 387-88

275 260-61
312 428-29
275 262-63
312 420-21
280 55-56

306 277-78
312 424-25

)

<o 670mee 658

BILM Serial
A MC No.

227311 7

322901
322902

322905 7
108100 —

the "West

190497
190498
190502
190503
190504
190505
190507 7
190510 7

the "Mary

103090)

103091

105388 4

The following claims are collectively referred to as the "Johny

Group"

Johny 1
Johny 2
Johny 3

The following
"Willy/willie Group"

Willy 1
Amended
Willy 3
Willie 4
Willie 18
Willie 19

claims are collectively

369 522-23
369 524-25
369 526-27

371 ~ 491
372 571
371 493
374 178
372 595-96
372 597-98

Exhibit A, Page 2

214679

214678)
214680

referred to as the

217072

217074 7~
220672 7
220686
220687



.

Name of Claim

Willie 20
Willie 28
Willie 34
Willie 35
Willie 36
Willie 37
Willie 42
Willie 50

20 WM %

§409120860.mru,040681

.Sta Cruz County

Book

372
373
374
374
374
374
374
392

Page

. 599-600

239-40
188-89
190-91
192-93
194-95
204-05
471-72

Exhibit A, Page 3

e 670mE 659

BLM Serial
A _MC No.

220688 ~
220696 -~
220702
220703
220704
220705

2207107
2354457
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIO" "«
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMEN _

RECEIPT AND ACCOUNTING ADVICE

Form 1370-41
(March 1984)

~ 1 d
s A

,N0.2228908

33290/ - 332902

| UnlaXMED FILE COPY l

TC/5 b XN
T SINTUNARNGE FEE 1097 ne B 47 g 1, BOG, 27
Subject:
Applicant: o
QLT oo
Remitter:
'. Assignor:
" LEASE MANAGEMENTDATA  [ONEW  (JUPDATE  [JPAYMENT]
ORIGINAL SERIAL NO. ASG. TYPE ST. CTY. FUND SYMBOL ACRES/UNITS RATE
AMT 1in&34, T G4
AMOUNT ANV.DATE | EXP.DATE | BILLCYC.| S/C| DISTRICT NEXT BILL | MISC. DATA Uof M ACTUAL UNITS
ASSIGNMENT SERIAL NO. ASG. TYPE | ST. | CTY. FUND SYMBOL ACRES/UNITS RATE
AMOUNT ANV. DATE EXP. DATE |BILLCYC.| s/, | DISTRICT NEXT BILL | MISC. DATA Uof M ACTUAL UNITS
APPLY REMITTANCE
. 0 570
ACTION FUND SYMBOL CTY. AMOUNT Remarks: A /9
Amé 103090~ 10309/ ;G835 - /98229
FILING FEE /05 388 Q746 7J~;g/¢é<?0
RENTAL /08 /00 2/7072A0R/ T707%
Ji) bRl - IN627 2/9 63/~ R7/96A¢
JA4 B34 - IRE3LT 2,9024-2/9635
UNEARNED J49 336 - /49340 220086 -32068%
REFUND )G 3 - JYFFLS dR0673
147347 AR 0676
TOTAL /90 457~ /90 1/75’ agp 70& - A20765
i pE50R~ /70505 7,
AMOUNT DUE /B?: 9050 7 3320 7/%, e,
D Lease in Escrow? FOR MMS USE ONLY
O kes? Of Interest? BILLEE FOREST REFUGE
l:] Auto Escalates? Operating Rights? NUMBER
L] Auw Renew? Operator 0CS SECTION
Bond Filed? CODE
332907 333g0s IV 5 A45565- 44508

335 752 - 335999335 445 375680 - 37564/



NOTICE!!

These documents have been scanned!

Do not place un-scanned documents beneath this notice!

Do not remove this notice from this file!

GPO Jacket No. 560-102
Print Order 61540
Rise Business Services, LLC
Job=AZ15 8/14/2019

Box Number= AZ15216
| 000 00 0O OO

Claim Begin-End: AMC149336-AMC149347

6 Location Notices-Amendments and Supporting Documents
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